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FROM DAN’'S DESK

As the presidential campaign season heats up, | was recently reminded of something that a can-
didate from the last presidential election said at San Francisco fundraiser during that campaign.
He said, in effect, that many people in small-town America "cling to . . . religion" (among other
things) out of frustration and bitterness over failed government policies that have resulted in job
losses and economically stagnant communities.

So, is that why you are clinging so tenaciously to living in obedience to God's Word? Is that why
you are so adamant about trying to reflect God's character in every area of your life? In other
words, is that why you are trying to be a person of bone-deep honesty and integrity? Is that why
you are trying to love your spouse and children with Christ-like sacrificial love? Is that why you
are trying to love your neighbor as yourself? Is that why you are so committed to worshipping
God in spirit and in truth?

Unless | miss my guess, for the overwhelming majority of you, your job status and the economic
conditions of the community in which you live have nothing to do with the fact that you are cling-
ing to Jesus. If you're anything like me, you most certainly do get frustrated at times as you sit
back and watch the three-ring circus of politics. And if you're anything like me, you most certainly
do get bitter at times toward professional politicians who seem far more committed to getting
elected than to genuine public service. But if you're anything like me, your commitment to Jesus
doesn't have one whit to do with politics. Instead, your commitment to Jesus has everything to do
with these facts:

1. mankind.

2.1 am a sinner -- a breaker of God's law -- destined for an eternity in hell as the just penalty for
my sin.
3.God loves me and He sent Jesus to the cross to pay my debt of eternity in hell.

4.God promises that if | believe in Jesus, confess that belief, repent of my sins, and unite with the
death and resurrection of Jesus in baptism, then He will forgive my sins and | won't have to pay
the penalty of eternity in hell.

5.God promises that if | then continue to trust in Him by surrendering myself totally to His rule and
His will -- which is revealed in the Bible -- then when Jesus comes back, I'll spend eternity in the
new heaven and earth that God is preparing for His redeemed people.

Only God knows what the future holds for this country, but whatever it holds, the facts that matter
most -- the five that | just mentioned -- will never change. So, if you're clinging to Jesus, keep
clinging to Him. And if you're not clinging to Him, isn't it time to start?




It is always difficult for me to
describe what some of these
youth events are like. And
the one | struggle with the
most is Exposure Youth
Camp, which we just re-
turned from. Twenty-six of us
spent a week of our Christ-
mas break down in Hunts-
ville, AL with 1,200 other
teens studying and learning
together. This year’s theme was “Powered By Love: It's More Than
What We Say... It's More Than What We Have... It's More Than
What We Do...” The theme comes from 1 Corinthians 13.1-3.

If you want to know more about EYC | suggest you find a young
person who went and ask their thoughts. But for now | will leave
you with a few quotes of our youth and chaperones from Face-
book.

Michael Walker

Exposure Youth Camp, what love | felt there when singing songs,
listening to the lessons, and the singing in the hotel this year was
SO great it brought tears to my eyes. [The singing was] my favorite
part of it this year, it's just so beautiful hearing 1200 Christians sing-
ing all at once. | really loved it this year. EYC 2011 was awesome.

Holly Flatt
The whole hotel singing praises to God. Whoa.

Chris Locke
I'm finally home after a long week at youth trip to Huntsville. Defi-
nitely just what | love doing during winter break!!! #loveismore

Kaylee O’Dell

Had an AMAZING time at Exposure this week with my Youth
Group!! There are not enough words as to how thankful | am for my
youth group, youth minister, his sweet wife, and all the people who
made Exposure happen!!

Lara Condiles

Sara got back from Exposure Youth Camp. She had a blast. [She]
came in telling her sister that she is going to have sooooo much fun
next year going.

-

quhg

g ChristORﬂad
S

!
"o
# $%"%&'% %
# $%"%& "%

# S %"%E&Y %(

#("$) &

[ ***+ & *

Nigeria-Goodnews Peter —Conclusion

SUMMARY FOR THE LAST THREE MONTHS:
BAPTISMS ... 91
RESTORATION. ...t 15

11.Daniel Dick Akifa reported that he too was able to baptize
another soul as a result of his frequent teachings and visits.

12.0fonime Effiong Inyang reported of another mass conver-
sion of sixty one souls as a result of bringing youths from over
forty five congregations in Uyo, Itu, Ibiono and Odukpani in
Cross River state together on his monthly youth programs.

13. Asurua Ime Effiong is still busy in his teachings and ef-
forts at NCI. He said he is overloaded with many classes and
would want to be transferred. | keep encouraging him to do
what he can as God would give him the enablement. | hope to
visit NCI this month to actually know the classes he is as-
signed.

14.Emmanuel Hezekiah Ntia reported of his frequent visits
and teachings to weak members and neighbors homes. He
said there is no positive response yet in areas of conversions
and restorations.

15.Effiong Sunday Edet said he had time to conduct house to

carefully and prayerfully planned to reach out to lost souls in
his immediate community. He also found time to settle dis-
putes.

16. Monday Rankin Ntong got involved in an accident within
the month. When 1 visited him, he told me he could not go out

and may start going to classes this week.

17. Sunday Jonah Udo was involved in personal evangelism
and home visits.

18. Tom Bassey Ukpong said he baptized one soul and re-
stored another as a result of personal evangelism and visiting.

19. Godfred Okon Eyo reported of his successes to baptize
twelve and restored four others as a result of his constant vis-
its and teachings. He said he was always used by neighboring
congregations to speak during their gospel meetings and
open air services.

20. Goodnews E.Peter: Mine as usual was action-packed. |
visited more congregations and spoke at gospel meetings in
several places in Akwa Ibom and Cross River States. On two
occasions, | went with two bible teachers, Ubong Paul and
Emmanuel Ntia. | am also used by Sambo as a regular speak-
er in his congregation during the youths' monthly programme.
This is additional to teaching fourteen courses in the Bible
college in Ukpom. Six were baptized and three others re-
stored.
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LOGS JANUARY MEETING :
When: Saturday, January 21, 2012
Where: Currey
Brook Events Cen-
ter 910, Currey
Road, Nashville
"G | (west of Murfreesboro Rd. near air-

* port) Cost: $15.00 per person
(includes gratuity and tax) Check or
cash — no credit cards.

Make check payable to Becky Dan-
# 1 iel. Deadline for payment: Wednes-
day, January 18. Give payment to
Nancy Oliver so she can assure
(mother of Sher- Becky how many to prepare for.
Vicky Rogers (aunt of Sheri Want to ride the church bus? Please
Daniel). - sign up on LOGS Board. Bus leaves

r

Ann Copeland is at home with
a broken wrist.

church property at 5:00 p.m.

Bible Bowl Practice _: Anyone par-
ticipating in the Bible

Bowl competition at
Lads-to-Leaders this

year should see Shane

Austin to receive a

study guide. There will

be a study session TODAY at 4:30
p.m. in the library.

Attention College Class : The Col-
lege Class will meet today upstairs
in the College Room. They will be
studying Psalms 23. Jordan
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Vaughn is the teacher.

&*&4 : - Communion Bread: Communion

- 7 )R&+ bread sign-ups for 2012 are availa-
$%&'(J+"+" Little Leaders_ will begin practicing ble on the “church news” bulletin
$ ( today at 5:00 p.m. in the Children's board. If you would like to learn to

Bible Hour room. This is open to make communion bread or have any

anyone 2nd grade and under. We guestions, see Juanita Gregory or

will be focusing on song leading and Karen Staten.

Visitors Welcome Center ! Visitors, "Know the Books" this year. Please

see Kelly Alsup or D.J. Smith for
more details.

please stop by the O,
welcome table that
has been set up as

you enter the auditori- Welcome!
um. There is infor-

Reading Through the Bible in
2012: With the

New Year upon

us now is the

time to think

Costa Rica Mission Trip:  There

mation available about Concord
Road as well as a visitors card to fill
out. We’'ll be glad to try & answer
any questions you have!

father of Bridgette Pride,
passed away on Sunday, Jé\gé\\-?
January 1. Funeral ser- o)
vices were held on

Wednesday, January 4.

In lieu of flowers please make do-
nations to Willowbrook Hospice.

Sympathy : Claude Fly gﬂ

Visitation Team #1, led by Mac &
Kelly Alsup, will have a meal/
meeting at the home of Mendel &
Jo Mehr tonight after evening
church service. Please see Kelly or
Jo for food sign-ups.

will be a meeting for all those inter-
ested in attending the Costa Rica
mission trip this summer. The
meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 15, after evening services
in Fellowship B. The trip will take

place July 7-14.

about continuing

or starting a good

habit! So please pick up a copy of
the 2012 Daily Reading Schedule on
the tables in the foyers.

Chili Cook Off : Our
annual Chili Cook Off
will be held Wednes-
day, January 18, at
5:30 p.m. Make your
favorite pot of chili and see if itis
good enough to win. Group assign-
ments: Young Professionals -
cheese, Young Marrieds - desserts,
30's, 40’s, 50’s- tortillas/chips,
LOGS - crackers. Corn muffins &
drinks will be provided. See Lori
Locke for more information.

Updated & New Members Pic-
tures : Please pick up in the front
foyer across from the WBS Room
the 20 Updated & New Member’s
Pictures recently made for your Pic-
torial Directory.

Members and Visitors: Please
remember to fill out

your attendance card

each Sunday morning

so we have a record of

your attendance.
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- |% -7 ! E-mail: The Record — January 1, 2012
) Dan@God-answers.org Sunday Worship: AM: 463 PM: 282
] Jerry@God-answers.org Sunday Bible Classes: 386
) 1 ) Wednesday Bible Classes: 333
"G Patrick@God-answers.org (01-04-12)
* 10 Melissa@God-answers.org
< 6 3 Deborah@God_answers_org Contribution Total 1-1-12 $18,766
3 3 Contribution YTD: $18,766
church@God-answers.org Contribution Goal YTD: $19,000
Year End Contribution: $156,202




